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ral that a great deal of his writing on the economic adminis-
tration of India centred round land assessment and the in-
tolerable burden that it imposed on the Indian peasants.
The thesis that he steadily developed in his economic writ-
ings was that the recurring famines that visited India and
were a disgrace to any civilised administration were basically
due neither to weather failures nor to the improvident habits
of the Indian peasants, as was made out by the then rulers,
but really to the heavy burden of land tax which left them re-
sourceless even in good years and quite unable to meet scar-
city conditions when harvests failed.   The most detailed ex-
position of the calamitous deficiencies of the Land Revenue
System was contained in his five famous Open Letters to
Lord Curzon.    In these letters he examined the revenue
system that prevailed in the different Provinces of India and
showed how in most of them,  apart from the areas where
Permanent Settlements prevailed,   the Government of the
day in their desire to augment their revenue revised rates of
assessment without adequate reason.   He pleaded for longer
periods of assessment during which there should be no revi-
sion,  and for adoption of the principle that assessments
should not be increased except where prices had risen cor-
respondingly.   Lord Curzon's Government not only denied
the charge of over-assessment, as was indeed to be expected,
but was less than fair to him in suggesting that while he
criticised Government for extortionate land assessment, he
was blind to the extortions of the Zamindars in the perma-
nently settled areas.   This was  unfair,  as  Romesh Dutt
promptly pointed out, because he, had all his life) pleaded for
tenancy legislations to protect the tenants from, extortions
and other irregular practices of landlords and intermediaries
of aH types.
These views found a prominent place also in his Eco-

